
St~ff Department 
THE INF NTRY SCHOOL 

Fort Benning, Georgia 

ADVANCED INFAN~RY OFFICER0 COD~SE 
1949-1950 

THE 0 ERAT 0 S OF THE 1ST BA TALI N, 9':H I TRY, 
(2ND INFANTHY DIVIJION) IN THE HASTY DEFEN E .t GAINsr 

AN ARMORED ATTACK NORTH OF ROCHERATH, GERMANY, 1?- 18 DECEMBER 1944 
(ARDENNES-ALSACE CAMPAIGN) 

(Personal Experience of a Battalion Executive Officer) 

Type of operation d scribed: INFANTRY BATTALION llJ HASTY 
DEFENSE 1 GAINST AN ARMORED ATTACK 

ajor , illiam F. Hancock, Infantry 
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS CLASS NO I 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PAGE 

INDEX'. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

BIBLI OGR.APHY' • •••••••••••••••••• ; • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

ORimTATI ON. • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • 3 

Introduction............................................ 3 

The General Si tuatlon.. • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 

Dispos i t ion and Plans of the 2nd Infant ry Division...... 6 

The Batta lion Situat i on....... . .......................... 8 

The Battali on Pl an of' Defense . • • . • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 9 

Final Preparations for Action . . . . ........ .. . . ... .. ...... 9 

NAimATI ON. . • • • • . • .. . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 10 

The Defense of the cross roads t e Night of 17 December . 10 

Re - es t a l i shment of Control and Re- supply ••••••••••••••• 13 

The German Attack on 18 December •. • •• •• ••••••••••••••••• 15 

The Counteratt ack and i thdra wal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • 16 

ANALYSIS .AND C ITI I . 
.1 • •••••••••••••••• • •••••••••• • • • •••••••• 18 

LESS' ON S. • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 22 

MAP A 

MAP B 

MAP C 

D 

Normandy Landings, Southern France Landing to 
Siegfried Lin 

General Situation 

The Battalion Defensi ve Positions and Divisi on 
Plan o:f Defen se 

The Battalion Si tuation at Time of ith re al 

1 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A-1 Second Infantry Division History 
(TIS Library) 

A-2 First US Army Report of Operations, 1 ugust 1944 to 22 February 
1945 (TIS Library) 

A-3 Crusade in Europe 
By General Dwight Eiaenhower 
Doubleday & Co, Inc (Personal possession of author ) 

A-4 Dark December 
By Robert E. erriman· (TIS Library) 

A-5 After Action Report, 9th Infantry Regiment , December 1944 
(Personal possession of author) 

A-6 V Corps History 
(TIS Library) 

A-7 Letter from Lieutenant Stephen • Truppner 
(Personal possession of author) 

A-8 Invasion of destern Europe , Part I, 6 June 1944 to 31 December 
1944 (TIS Library) 

2 



'. 

THE OPER.:..TIONS OF THE 1ST B TTALlON, 9TH lliF IT'R'£ , 
{ 2riD I ITLJ.ff'RY VIVISIOl ) ill THE ElwTY DEFENSE GAll ~"'T 

AN RMORED TTACK NORTH OF ROCH:: TH, GE ~NY , 17-18 DECEMBER 1944 
( DENNES...ALS CE CAMPAIGN) 

(P rsonal Experience of a Battalion EJ_ecutive Officer) 

ORIENT TION 

I NTRODUCTION 

This monograph covers the operations of the 1st B ttalion, 9th 

Infantry, 2nd Infantry Division in the defense gainst the German 

Counterof ensive in December 1944. 

In order to ori t the reader , it ..-ill 'be necessary to discuss 

'briefly some of the major military operations which led up to this 

action. 

On 6 Jun 1944 the Allied Armies successfully invaded the conti-

:cent of ~urope ond by early December had pushed inland cross FRANCE 

and BELGIUM. The Seventh US Army and the First Frenc h Army invaded 

the southern coast of FRANCE on lli August 1944 , moved rapidly north 

·and j oined the Third US Arm on i:h German Border . (See Map A) Her 

the llied Armies faced the German Siegfried Line. (1) The Siegfried 

Line consis ted of mutually supporting defenses in depth . These defenses 

were built around reinforced concrete pill boxes . (2 ) 

The First US Army prepared plana for the continuat ion of the attack 

through the Siegfried Line . (3) 

The 2nd Infantry Division landed in FRANCE on plus 1 and fought 

through the hedgerow country of NOill~Y s rt of V Corps . On 16 

August 1944 the 2nd Infentry Division w s Withdrawn from the NO 

fighting and moved to the vicinity of BREST, FRANCE to participate in 

the capture of that city. ( 4) 

{1) A-2, Situation 1 ap 1{6 
{2) A-2, p . 51 , 52 
(3) - 2, p . 71 
(4) ~-1, p. 48 

3 



On 18 September 1944 t he city of BREST fell and the 2nd Infantry 

was again on the move across FRANCE and into ~ELGIUM. (5) The division 

closed int o an as em l y area i n the vicinity of ST. 'IT~I , EELGIUM and 

prG,ared to m ~ve into a defens i ve pos i tion i n the 3CHNEE I]~ regi on . 

(6 ) Tho division moved into posit ions i n ·t he SCHNEE EIFLE and remained 

th&re until 11 December 1944. t this time the division moved to the 

north end rejoined the V Corps in the vicinity of ELSENBORN, BELGIUM in 

preparation for the First Ar.my attack through the Siegfried Line. (?) 

THE GENERAL SITUATION (See Map B) 

Since the middle of September the attention of the First US Army 

had been directed at the ROER RIVER dams . It was realized that no large 

scale crossing of the ROER RIVER below the dams could be undertaken, 

until the dams were in friendly hands . (8 ) 

Orders for V Corps, ~ s part of First Army, to attack and secure · 

the ROER RIVER dams were issue d on 7 December . (9) V Corps consisted 

of tl:e follo wing divisions: 2nd I nfantry Division , 8th Infantry Divi-

s i on , 78t Infantry Di vision end the 99th Infantry Di v i sion. lso t he 

102nd Cavalry Group, Comb at Commend B, 9th Armored Division, and Combat 

Command R, 5th Armored Division were in Corps reserve . (10) The 2nd 

Infantry Divis ion was to seize successively the ~allowing objectives: 

the vicinity and road junction northwest of ARENBERG, the ridge south-

west of the road junction west of SCHONSEIFFmi, the HARPERSCHEID-

SCHONSEIFFEN area and t he DREIBORN area , RERHAI.N-MORESB4~ area , a 

large area including the nose north of DREIBORN, the vicinity of 

WOLLSEIFEN, and the important URFTTALSPERRE Dam. 

(5) A-1 , p . 72 
{6) A-1, p . 72, 75 
( 7 ) -1, p. 82 
(8) A-2, P • 95 
( 9 ) A-2, P • 97 
(10) A ... 2, P • 97 
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Objectives of the 99th Division were to attack in conjunction with 

the 2nd Infantry Division and to capture the high wooded ground west of 

EELLENTHAL and south of HARPERSCHEID . 

The operations of the 78th Infantry Division were to be in three 

phases . During the first phase , the initial effort ras to push east 

from the LM~RSDORF area to seize the high ground at KESTERNICH , and 

then the high ground west of RUHRBERG overlooking the ULUSHOFF Dam 

area from th~ west . During the second phase , it was to support this 

action on the right of - its initial effort by seizing KONZEN, IMGEN-

BROICH, and EICHERSCHEID . During the third phase, it was to drive 

through ROLLESBRO ICnMID , seize TEEKEIJBORN, advance up the ridge and 

seize SCI .UDT . Turning southeast, it was to secure a finel obje_ctive 

on the ROER west of F..ASENFELD , including the F..ASENFEL Dam. 

The 8th Infant~; Division's efforts were limited to maintaining 

presrn1re along the KALL RIVER, and in being pre~red to attack on the 

Corps order into the KO ~SCHEIDT-Saffi~IDT area to secure objectives in 

the GERI\IlUND FOREST between HASFNFELD and the south of the KALL RIVER. 

The 102nd Cavalry Group; COB 9th Armored Division and COR 5th 

Ar.mo red Division were held i n Corps reserve . (11) 

The attack moved off on 13 December. By 16 December the attacking 

elements of V Corps were as shown on Map B. 

On the morning of 16 December the G rman Counteroffensive began 

in pre-dawn attacks all along the 99th Infantry Division's sector of 

V Corps. (12) During the afternoon the orders from higher headquar-

ters stated that V Corps was to continue the attack on 17 December . 

(13) (For disposition of ma jor German units op osing V Corps see Map B) 

(14) 

( 11) A-2, p . 97 
(12) A-1, p . 8? 
(13) A-1, p . 87 ; A-3, p . 347 ; A-4 , p . 109; 
(14) A.,.l p . 90 ; A-2. • .£ ' "'-. 

~·J..t.U: vl.O •• 'h~:J rfu 
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The Sixth SS Panzer Anny threatening the 2nd Inf antry Division was 

spearheaded by the 1st and 12th SS Panzer Divisions . The 1st and 12th 

SS Panzer Divisions were the German Elite troops , meticulously trained, 

who doubtless would be used in a sector VJhere success was vit al to the 

over all German strategy. The 12t h SS Panze r Di v i sion was descr i ed as 

f anatical , t heir one a im was t o kill as brut ally as pos sibl e . Prior to 

t he ~tt ack the di vi s i on commrnder had addressed the t r oops as f ollows : 

"I a sk you and expe ct of you not to toke any prisonars ith the :possible 

exce-ption of a f ew officers to e kept al i ve for quest i oni ng . " (15 ) 

The troops of the 2nd Infantry Division were battle tested and the 

·moral e was hi eh. (16 ) 

The terr a i n i n th nr R we.s '::eneral l y roll i ng an in "Ome s ctors 

covere y avy forest . ROCEL..iA.l'l., FJU::J<ZLT w.d R'J' ..:!.l.D commanded 

an irl0ortant reed n t t. at l e to "':L ·!.rOR r. e weather ;Bs col am 

generally cloudy . The groun vms covered w.i. th f'rom one to Lvto feet of 

snow and i ce . ""urin~ -•.;> .. , night .e '-ry -~'o~ settl ov r t:e country side . 

s ,rvation w s extremal noor . (17) Suppl ies er~ all f~rwrrd end 

constl. Luted no inune iate problc ... l . 

~a j or General ]'olt':)r ~r. . Robert s on, Comr :1 in? Gener<Jl , 2nd Infantry 

"[J_" ·i.s i on , t ook imm3d.irtt.: ste ps to cope ith the itue+io!l . Ei eher head -

qu rters h~d not sensed th extent of the thrsut an 6 ordere ~" 

continuation o"" th attack to 1a1·ds '"'or_?s ob ·ecti'T s on 17 December • 

....-ener 1 _ o ~rt..,on , on the spot , sized u:p the situ t:.0n nd ctad ec i-

si ve l • ( 18 ) .!hen reports cane in the t the 99th Di vi sian had been 

over run, the 2nd Battalion, 2~rd Infentr¥ R e;iment , as or red to move 

(15 ) h-1, ~ · 90 
(16) A-3, ) • ~47, P rsonel knowle ~e 
17 ) ~ reonal knowledge 

(18) A-3, p. 347 
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from its ascembl ere·· north of RO H TH to a position south of •ERTZ-

FELD m. .I JKELT. The 2rd E t alion, 38th Infantry , loc t d in a 

res rve position southwest of· EHLERSCHEID, was moved at once to ERINKELT 

and order d to maintPin a defensive position . The 9th Infantry Regimment 

was ordered to move all three battalions to a defensive position south 

of WERTZFELD . The 38th Infantry Regiment was ordered to move its re

maining two battalions to a defensive position around ROCHZRA~ti . The 

1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry was moved i nto a defensive position around 

?..1JRRENGEH. At this time the 3rd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, was 

fighting a defensive action e nst of ROCHERATB in the sector of the· 99th 

Division . (19) (For the pl n of defense as out1in d above see ep C) 

fter hearing of the rapid deterioration of the defenses east of 

ROCHER TII in the sector of the 393rd Infantry Regiment , 99th Division , 

General Rc t ertson intercept d the 9th Infantry Regiment column 4000 

yards northe ast of ROCHERATH . The 9th Infantry was moving in column 

in order of 2nd Battalion, 3rd Battalion , and 1 t Battalion . General 

Robertson cut th column. He directed K Company and som elements of 

Headquarters Company , 3rd Battalion, to go into position on tn~ cross ~ 

loads 2000 yards northeast of ROCP..ERATH . He then proce ded down tlre 

road and met the 1st Battalion. Here the General ordered the lst 

Batt lion t o move into a defensive pos ition 2000 yards northenst of 

ROCHERATH and hold th position at 11 cost until ordered to withdraw . 

General Bo.ertson stated that h hed, lrea~y cir:cted ~ome elements of 

the ~rd Battalion, Sth Infantry into t e ,osition , a that one platoon 

of the 644th Tank estroycr Batt lion (Tow· ) was in position cov~ring 

th roa crosnin:. ~ ~era~ R ertson instructe Lieuten nt Colonel 

~c rinley , 1st Bat t alion Co liD: n~_r , that e ould t ke command of any 

(19) .... -1, ) , 87-91 
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troop that attempted to uithdr v:r through the r·o' d crossing from the 

no:rt erst . The division ~omnander further stated th t tuo 'hrttalions 

of th 38th Infantry were to withdraw down the road from .'E :lLER CHEID 

to CP:.E TII , nd th t the cro ss roads must held until the 2nd In-

fantr ivieion was a le to form a defensive line to th est . ( 20 } 

THE BATTALI 

At 1700 hours the 1st Bettalion, 9th Infantr~ , mov d to the road 

crossing and began organizing its defenses. K Company , 9th Infantry , 

thirty men from 3rd Battalion He adquarters Company and a platoon from 

th 644th Tank Destroyer Battalion were a lready in position at the 

road crossing . With these reinforcements the battalion was brought 

up to approximately sixty-fiv percent strength. 

The terrain in the area was generally flat with a gradual rise in 

the direction of the expected att ck . A small ridge line lay 200 yards 

west of the cross roads . (21 ) The battalion ammunition vehicles in-

clu~ed a one and one half ton truck and four jeeps with trailers. These 

vehicl s were loceted 600 yards in the rear of the defensive positions . 

The amnu ition vehicles carried a basic load of ammunition and in addi -

tion, seventy-five rounds of bazooka ammunition along with fifteen extra 

bazookas . 

During a short rest period in e rly December , the battalion com-

mander had directed the training of extra bazooka teams within each 

company . { 22 ) 

The German forces opposing the battalion ~ere lements of the 

12th SS Panzer Division and the 277th Infantry Division . {23 ) 

The weather as extremely cold , and snow covered the ground to 

a depth of one to two feet . An xtremel he~vy fog settled over the 

(20) Personal knowledge 
( 21) Personc l knowledg 
( 22) Person 1 knowledge 
{ 23 ) A- 1 , p. 90 
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battalion pos i ti ons and visi ility was ~ractically nil . ( 24 ) 

THE BATTiiLION PLAN OF DEFEL'JSE (See Map C,) 

The plan of defens e called for A and B Companie s to prepare posi~ 

tions on them in line of resistance . B Compa ny was g iven t he left 

sector and the responsibility of the main r08d leading into the batt 1-

ion position. A Company was ssigned the sector on the right of B 

Company and given the responsibility of tying in with Company K on the 

right . C Company as tssigned a pos iti on on the left flank of the 

bat tal ion with the mission of giving depth to the battalion pos i t ion 

and of refusing the battalion's left flcnk . The heavy machine guns 

of D Company were set up on tbe MLR i th near maximum grazing fire to 

the front and flanks . The companies were instructed to r8move all 

bazookas from the transportation nd to place teams in each strong point 

on the MLR . Artillery fires were planned all along the front of the 

battalion . Concentr tiona were planned on the road in front of B 

Company extending to the wooded area 2000 yards to the northeast . (25 } 

FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR ACTIO 

At 1800 hours on 17 December 1944 a meeting was held at the 

battal i on command po t . 11 unit commanders were gh.en final instruc-

tions as to the urgency of the situation and were fUrther instructed to 

again imbue the men with the absolute neces s ity of holding the position 

at 11 cost . The Company Commander of B Company made arrangements for 

the platoon leader of the 644th Tank Destroyers to deliver what antitank 

mines his pl a toon had to the road crossing . The ompany Cor.liilander of 

B Camp ny w instructed to plant roirws on ach si6. o the road leading 
1 

into his position, and to place neckle ce' of mines across the road 

when the ene y armor made its appearance . Th companies were warned 

( 24 ) Personal knowledge 
( 25) Personal knowledge 
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that there were still remnants of routed friendly troops to the front , 

and that l:ihere were probably some friendly tanks still to be wi tbdrawn 

from the front . t this time the artillery liaison effie r gave the 

company commanders the number of three artillery concentrations that 

he hEd been a le to register befor darkness . The companies were 

issued extra mmunition . Particular attention w s given to placing 

xtr Ill" chine .:;.un , n extra azooka ammunition on the ef nsive posi

tions. The radio one wir . com:nunic tions "'ere checke • The conJO nd 

radio ss una le to reech e 9t Inf r.. try and it was eci e to save 

th ett ries for the artillery radio , as no extr batteries were 

immedi~tely v ila. le. (26) 

·FEN~E OF THE CROSS RO IGHT OF 17 DECEMIER 

At 19" 0 hours a phone cf' ll from Compan B indicated thc:- t three 

tanks follow by approximately thirt, infantrymen had ~asse through 

their lines and were proceeding towards ROCH ,A'IH . Lieutenant John 

ilesnick , Commmtding Officer of Company B, .st ated that the tanks and 

infantrymen were believe to ':Je friendly; however, he hAd not positive

ly identified them due to the darkness and heavy fog that bad settled 

over the countryside . Lieutenant Colonel 1illiam D. cKinley, Battal

i on Commander , 1st Battalion , 9th Infantry , immediately directed Company 

A to identify the tanks and infantry. This was done by a patrol from 

Company A, and the tanks and infantry were identified as German . ' Li eu

tenant Stephen A. Truppner, Commanding Officer, Company A, directed 

rtillery fire on the German force with good results . He reported that 

one tank was set on fire , and that the troops were screaming and had 

diapers d in all directions . 

( 26 ) Personal knowledge 
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At approximately 2000 hclUrs Co!llpany B reporte t at t anks could be 

hoard in the heavily wooded erea 2000 yards to the northebst of the 

battelion position . (See ap C) This was verified by reports from the 

other front line companies . By this time the noise could be heard from 

the battalion command post. It sounded as if a large column of tanks 

was approaching the battalion position from the road leading from the 

heavily wooded area to the northe as t. The battalion commander directed 

that B Company mine the road in front of their position . This was done 
? 

by Lieutenant Roy Allen by placing a ~ecklace of mines across the road 

and covering it with two bazooka teams . 

Shortl~ after this was completed , the column of armor came down 

the road toward the battlion ' s defensive position . The column of armor 

was in closed formation with a distance of approximately f,ifty yards 

between tanks. Each tank ~ss followed by a platoon of infantry . Hit-

ting tbe necklace of mine s , the leading tank was disabled . The second 

tank in column attempted to move around the disabled tank and was dis-

abled by.the mines . The two disabled tanks formed a road block. The 

tank column was partially canalized by the high road b~ks on eech side 

of the road , however, several of the tanks were able to pull off the 

road to the left continuing towards the battalion position . Lieutenant 

Milesnick dispatched two bazooka teams to attack these bypassing tanks 

in the fl ank as they moved around the road block . Two additional tanks 

were destroyed hy the bazooka fire . Lieutenant :ilesnick reported the 

events to the attalion COL1ffi~nder nd furt er stated thet th tnnks were 
. 

continuing to move out of the oods to the northe~st. There wss evidence 

of confusion among the GGrman forces as the tanks continued to close· up 

in front of the .battalion, position . (27) The attslion commander was 

( 27) .3tatement nHld.e ) ~ieu.tenant John ."ilesnick, 
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quick to mek en estimate of the situation . ~he German orcas h d 

arently 'ecn ur~rised y the att ion ' uefansiv ~ositior. . This 

as believed to have b 3on brought about by the failure of the first 

elem nts of the German force to report the qtt lion ' s pusition as 

the' :passed through e· rlier in the evening . The b ttbl ion com nder 

dircct9d th t 11 'V'il le ~rti:'..lery e ro1g'1t dcrr.. on tl.is one 

column . !l. ap""roximately five minutes , Lieutenant Cr nville , till ry. 

Li aison U~ficnr , ha the entire 1St ield rtill5~ attelion firing 

on this target. Th~ road was searched from a point just in front of 

B CoL'lpe.n to a point 2000 :yards to the northeast where the main ro d 

leading into the b ~talion position emer e from the oods, The art il-

ler fires c ught the Germe. column in an xtre~ly vulnera 1 osition 

end the results 1e~e evifrenced t:1e cries from the rmans en the 

burning tanks t 1t had received dir -ct hits from the concentrated 

rtillery f'ire. 

Fir s from two ligbt , four mediun , eiL one ~vy artillery battalion 

were v ilu 1 and fUll advan~age wes teken of t~is sup~ort . The rocd 

to the northe st a - the e._.vily wooded rea was under almost continuous 

fir·e during the entire hour tuat fo llowed . The road between the battal

ion position and ROCHERATH was int erdic ted for the rema inder of the 

night. 

At approximately 2100 hours the rmens de loyed t he tanks that 

/they had- been able to pull of the road . In con 'unction with a company 

of infantry , they att acked the battalion position frontally. Six to 

eight tanks moved to within 200 yards of the b a ttalion :?OSition attack

ing the front lines by fire for thirty minutes . Then the German infantry 

attempted to move in and eject the defender . The German att ck f ailed 

when the attacking force ran into the final protective l i ne of fire lai d 
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down by the heavy machine guns from D Company. The enemy soon saw the 

futility of this sort of tactics and withdrew only to attack again in 

a few minutes with the tanks and infantry moving in togeth~r. The 

tanks penetrated the front lines all along th? front of' B and A Com-

panies. The fire from the tanks, hoNever, <as very ineffective due to 

the blindness of the tankers in the night and heavy fog. The German 

infantry was stopped at the MLR with heavy losses. Due to the lack of 

visibility bazooka teams were able to move in tow ithin ten yards of 

the tanks that had penetrated the lines and destroy them. (28) There 

were two tiger tanks that the bazooka teams could not destroy due to 

the thickness of the~r armor. These tanks made a stationary pill box 

within the battalion linea and continued to harass B Company by machine 

gun fire. Corporal ob rt3 from D Compan and Sergeant Bone from B 

Company teamed up to destroy these tanks by using gasoline. One of the 

men mounted the tanks, while the other passed him a five gallon can of 

gasoline that was placed over the motor of the tank. A thermite grenade 

on the gasoline can did the rest. (29) 

By 2400 hours the entire attack had bogged down and all was quiet 

except friendly artillery fire. 

RE-ESTABLISHMEff OF CONTROL AND RE-SUPPLY 

The remainder of the night was spent in re-establishment of control, 

read 'ustmen t of front lines and re-su:;>ply. Leeders who had ecome casual-

ties ,.;ere replaced. Front line posit ions were im!ll'ov All ammun i t ion 

was resup lied to the front line companies y the 61 mm ortar Platoon 

of Company. The close proximity of the ammunition truck simplified 

their task considerably. After the ammunition was r suprylied , the 81 mm 

ortar latoon was used to tie in the rear of the attalion with C Com-

pany on the left and K Company on the right. Roving patrols moved 

{28) Personal kno ledge 
(29) Personal knowledge 
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t hroughou t t he at t alion a r a for t he r ema ind er of t he night. It was 

be lieved th at t he Germans would m ke a det ermi ned e f ort to i nf i l t rat e 

in and ar ound the ba tt alion position during th e night . A patrol from 

D Company checked into the battalion command post at 0100 hours and 

reported that all was quiet throughout the battalion area . Leaving 

the command post , the patrol leader jumped into the sunken road which 

ran by the battalion commend post . Hitting the ground, he found him

self face to face with a five man German patrol that was preparing to 

attack the battalion command post. The patrol leader with one short 

burst from his Thompson Sub-machine gun killed four of the Germans . 

Shortly after midnight , the b~. ttalion commander ordered C Company 

to move to a position just north of ROCHERATH to prevent the Germans 

from infiltrating be~ind the battalion position and subsequently into 

ROCHJlRATH. Captain Arnold Algi er , Commanding Of tic er, C Company , moved 

his company down the road to the designated spot . Upon arrival he dis

covered t ha t a company of t he 38t h Infant r:,· had een order ed i nto the 

position . C ~ tein Algier moved his compan b ck over the same r oute to 

his origin 1 position on the l eft f l nk of the bat t alion . 

During th night, a wire line was laid b etween the battalion posi

tion and the 2nd Bat talion , 38th Infantry Regiment . Colonel Boos , 

Commanding Officer, 38th Infantry Regiment, called Lieutenant Colonel 

McKinley and informed him that the 1 st Battalion, 9th Infantry was now 

attached to the 38th Infantry • . Colonel Boos further stGted that the 

battalion could withdraw some time the following day when the 2nd Battal

ion, 38th Infantry completed the establi shment of a line we st of the lst 

Battalion, 9th Infantry 's present position. olonel Boos 

mphasized the urgency o the entire situ tion , and fulth r stated t at 

the present att lion position would be hel d c't al l cost unt il ordered 

t o withdraw. This, however , wa s unnecessar y as t he di vision commander 

14 
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had been very emphatic about the battalion's mission in the initial 

orders. 

THE GERMAN A'IT CK ON 18 DECEMBER 

At 0600 on the morning of 18 December the full force of the German 

attack struck the entire battalion front. Fog was extremely heavy and 

visibility was limited to a few feet. The Germans attacked with tanks 

and infantry moving in simultaneously. The real gallantry and tenaci~ 

of the front line units proved to offset the superior forces of the 

Germans. s the tanks and infantry attempted to roll over the ~csitions 

they were met with all means cvailable . The tanks were permitted to pass 

into the lines while the accompanying infantry was attacked from ell 

sides with bayonets and trench knives. This battle raged spasmodically 

for the following t o hours. The defenders succeeded in defeating the 

foot troops. Several tanks were destroyed by bazooka fire. 

At 0830 hours the German force a ttackeo again all along the front . 

Since the fog was lifting to some extent , thr e German tanks that had 

penetrat d the positions eerli r in the l!lornine C<.<liL"J to life . (The tanks 

moved all along the front dest1·oying the mactine guns on the l'l:::LR while 

they were firing on the ir fin~l prot ctive linee . ) :y ttis time A and K 

Camp nics were despercte. The Germans had complet ly overrun their posi-

tions , and the remnants of the two front line ~latoons of Company had 

been taken prisoners . The support platoon and company headquarters were 

still holding out. Company B was still holding the ro£d crossing . C 

Company had succeeded in preventing th left flank of the battalion from 

being turned by a platoon of infantry. {See Map D) 

At 1100 hours the battalion commander r ceived orders from the 

commanding officer, 38th Infantry, to formulate plans to withdraw through 

the 2n«li Battalion, 38th Infantry, which was endeavoring to form a line to 

the west . The withdrawal was contingent , however , on the formation of this 
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defensive line. 

THE COUNTERATTACK AND H'IHDRAWAL 

All companies were contacted bnd given the tentat ive plan of with- . 

drawal. At this time A and K Compenies reported that it would be im

pos si 1Jle to extricate any of their personnel ~•i th the pos .... ible ·.ception 

of a few of the command post group . Lieutenant Truppncr, Commanding 

Officer, Camp n' A, call dover his ::l R 300 a few minutes later stating 

that he WP.S destro)ing 11 his radios . s last request he asked that 

a ten minut. artillery barr ge be fired on his om position . He further 

informed that the few men that Temained in his company could take cover 

in their fox holes , and that the Germ ns were moving over his positions 

in m ss . The artillery b rr,ge was fired. No more was h rd from A 

Company • 

. At 1100 hours the battalion commander called the Comm nding Officer, 

38th Infantry , informing him that it would be impossible to withdraw his 

battalion without the id of tanks or tank destroyers. This conversation 

had not been completed when Lieutenant Henski , the Battalion Antitank 

Officer, walked into the commend post with a tank platoon leader from 

the 74lst T nk Battalion. Although the tank platoon leader had been cut 

off y the enemy , he h d mcnaged to escape . He had four Shermun t nks 

a mile do'N!l the ro d towards .lEHLERSCHEID . Volunteering his services , 

the tank platoon leader, Lieutenant Colonel I. cKinley and Cautain Harvey , 

the Battalion s-3, set to work formulating a plan of counterettack in 

conjunction with the proposed withdrawal. The plans were as follows: 

first the tank platoon was to destroy three German tanks that had B Com

pany pinned to the ground , and secondly the tank platoon was to envelop 

both flanks of the penetration in the vicinity of A and B Companies ' 

sector . thirty minute artillery concentration was planned in conjunc-

tion with the counterattack. 
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Shortly after 1100 hours the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Battal-

ion, 38th Infantry, notified Lieutenant Colonel McKinley that the with-

draval could commence at 1200 hours. The completed withdrawal plan w s 

given to all troops within reach. A Compa ny by this time was no longer 

considered in the withdrawal as their positions had been completely 
. 

overrun. Captain Garvey, Commanding Officer, K Company, stated that he 

preferred to stay with his company as it was impossible to withdraw any 

of his platoons . t 1115 hours the artillery preparations began and 

lasted until 1145 hours . The four Sher.man tanks which moved into posi-

tion under cover of the artillery fire, attacked the three German tanks 

destroying two, while the remaining tank escaped towards ROCHERATH. 

Under cover of the initial counterattack the following compani s broke 

contact and withdrew to the rear : C Compan , the majority of B Company, 

Battalion Headquarters Company, ~nd D Company less the t•o heavy machine 

gun platoons . The 644th Tank estroyer Platoon withdrew at this time. 

The tanks withdrew to the vicinity of the battalion co~and post . 

From this position they launched another atttck from e slightly different 

direction. In conjunction with this counterattack the reminder of B 

Company with two or three men from· Compan broke away nd withdrew to 

the rear. At this time the battalion commBnder , S-3, end the tank pla-

toon with~rew to the rear. 

In brief summary of this batt lion 's eighteen hour def nsive stend 

ag~inst overwhelming ode;: , it c n be stated th'1t the mission W'S complete-

ly accomplished . Th eighteen hour dela~r of the German force t this 

vital road crossing gave the remainder of the 2nd Infantry Division time 

to set up a defensive line to the rear which held end remained intact 

during the entire German counteroffensive. 
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The immediate results of the stand prompted Colonel Boos, Commanding 

Officer , 38th Infantry, to tell Lieutenant Colonel . illiam D. cKinley , 

"You have saved my regiment ." 

Prom· ted liajor Dani 1 , ebster , 2nd Division G-3, to say , "You have 

saved the entire 2nd Infantry Division. '' 

General Hodges was prom~ted to phone the following message to 

Major General alter M. Robertson , 2nd Infantry Division Commander , 

'~at the 2nd Division has done in these last four days will live forever 

in the history of the United States Army" . (30) 

The total strength of the reinforc e1 battalion at the time of the 

attack by the German force was 26 officers and 48? enlisted men . Of 

this total , 20 officers and 220 enlisted men survived the withdrawal on 

18 December 1944. The 308 officers and enlisted men who failed to with-

draw are accounted for as follows: 17 known killed in action , 61 wounded 

in action , 17 non-battle casualties, and 213 missing in action . Although 

the losses of men and material w re heavy , the eighteen hour delay had 

not onl saved the 2nd Infantry Division from being cut off, but had 

also permitted the piecemeal withdrawal of elements·of the 99th Division 

through the 2nd Division Lines . (31) 

ANALYSIS 

l. 'JIG -: . ....:FENSE 

Time ari mission w re the me. in f ctors to e re ckoned with in the 

preparation o the def nsive position . It s oul e remem er~d th t 

two en one h 1 hours fter the ' ttalion arrived on the position the 

,.,ermans rna e their initi 1 contact . The b- ttalion comm nder's decision 

to ~l c the efenses on a in front of t ~ croc8 roads inste ' of 

occupying :>ositions on th higller ground to the reer an covaring the 

(30) A-~ , p . fO 
(31) ..... -5 P • 20 
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croor:. roads fir ~rovaJ to be soQ~d. H he chosen the latt r 

position the German armor could have i~filtr~te tho cross ro·ds nd 

mo"v,.i into ROCHERTH under cover o; the heavy fog and darkness . .. 11 

machine f lU"'!."' :m the I;lLR had ne<:" naximurn grazing fi r3 -'c J tl e front and 

flanks. The extra bazooka teems plac~d in eccr strong ~oint a&sisted 

iiT~easura 1 in stopping the brunt of the attack . In crder to inuu 

close commend control , all comman po ts were located ell forw~rd . 

surprise Jf the er.men attackill[ force , arru the s~ift r action 

of Lieutenant Colonel cKinle ·· to the situation f:'hen ~his urprise be-

came evident , saved t c r ttt..Iion from eing completel overrun on the 

night of 17 December. The three tanks G. n infantr·ymen that h· p&seed 

through the batt·lion position at 1930 hours on 17 December epp8rent ly 

' had. been the adve.nced guard of the ler ~::er force th t --s to follow . 

This advanced guard he· f iled to warn the remainder of the enemy 

column of the battalion ' s presence at the eros s ro!lds; therefore the 

column of armor and infantry was caught in a most vulnerable position. 

The tremendous amount of artillery fire that was directed upon the 

enemy force While it was in this helpless position prevente it fram 

makin~ a coordinated attack against the attalion that night. This 

was particularly significant i n the light of the fact that the battal-

ion had had such e short time to prepare its defenses when the German 

force struck . 

3 . ARTILLI!RY SUP ORT 

The vast amount of art ill ery support and the timely use thereof 

saved the battalion rom complete decimation on t he night of 1? Decembar . 

It is my opinion that the continuous closed concentration of artillery 

on the road leeding into the batt~lion position from the heavily wooded 
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area to the northc&st , prevented the German armor from completely 

overrunni ng the battalion position on the night of 1? December . Thi s 

is particularly true due to the fact th t the armored column was canal

ized until it emereed from the woods , and partially c~aliZEd until it 

reached the crJss roads . During the hours of 1930 l? December en.d 0600 

18 December over 8000 rounds of artillery ammunition were fired in 

defense of the battalion position . 

4 . CONDUCT OF THE DEFENSE ON 18 DECEMBER 

Nhen the enemy renewed the ttack at 0630 hours on 18 December , 

the courage and tenacity of the front line soldiers prevented a complete 

breakthrough along the entire front of the b~ttalion pos ition . Although 

tanks penetrated the positions all along the front , the Germen infentry 

Toes stopped y m· chine gun fire and small groups and individuals who 

sprang from their fox holes with bayonets and trench knives . The tanks 

were eliminated later by all means available . In tbe latter stages of 

this attack when the Germans had overrun A Compeny and had captured the 

remnants of the two front line platoons , Lieutenant Truppner registered 

artillery fire on his own position as the German infantry moved in in 

mass . 

5 . CO~IICATIONS 

The battalion would have been blind during tbis operation ha the 

SC 300 radios fail d to oyerate . Bot radio an uirc communications 

were used during this operation; hoW' ever , the wire was unde_.Jend~ble due' 

to the action of t e enemy trnks. The 536 radios it .. in the comp nies 

faile to operate s tisfectoriLy due to th connt<-'nt jan:1ing ""y the 

r.mans . The radios with the artillery forward o servers ~ailed. 1~e 

SCR 300 radios were used to control all artillery fir orw rd of the 

batt lion command post . Their use by the company commanders ena led 

close and accurate artillery support . There were no communications 
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between the battal ion command post and higher he dquarters untiL 0100 

on 18 ecember. The battalion colli~and radio was not functioning due 

to battery shortage. U.though the mission of the battalion was clear, 

it i s my personal- opinion th at more effort should hPve been made to 

keep higher readquarters in constant communic at ions with the battalion. 

6. SUPPLY 

At the beginning of this operation the battalion had one basic 

load of ammunition on the troops and at the gun position . The battalion 

ammunition truck and several jeeps with trailers carried another basic 

load of ammunition . In addition the battalion had approximately 75 

rounds of bazooka ammunition that had accumulated over a period of time . 

The battalion ammunition dump was established within the battalion 

perimeter and thereby simplified the ammunition resupply problam. On 

several occasions during the operation had it been necessary to resu..p ly 

the ammunition from higher echelons , the battle would have been lost . 

The battalion was without antitank mines when it moved into position on 

the evening of 17 December . The mines provided by the platoon of the 

644th Tank Destroyer Battalion aided in the initial defenses of the 

uos i tion. He.d more min s e~"n avai.lable, t 1e defenses woul h ve een 

greetly strengthened. 

The German attack failed in its early'stages due to their surprise 

and lack of reconnaissance to determine the flar~s of the battalion 

position. Had proper and ~gressive reconnaissance been carried out by 

the German force , it could have easily bypassed the cross roads to the 

right of the -battalion position . This move would have given them access 

to the main road that ran down the rear of the battalion position and 

into ROCHERATH. Had th German force contained the battalion's front 
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with a anall force and enveloped the battalion's l e ft flank , the force 

could have moved on into ROCHERA~ti wit out much int rference . 
) 

lESSONS 

1. Then a specific terrPin feetur i s to e held at ell cost 

during periods of poor visibility , the posi tion must be physically 

occupied by the main defensive force . 

2. Surprise of the enemy must be capatalized upon Umnediately . 

3. Timely application of artillery fire at the crucial point can 

' turn the tide of a battle . 

4 . To hold a position at al l cost aga inst overwhelming odds , 

troops must be imbued with t he determinat ion to fight to the finish . 

5 . Alternate means of communications must be planned and provid-

ed for during combat operations . 

6. When a terrain feature is to be held at all cost , ammunition 

requirements must be readily accessible. 

7. I n the attack reconnaissance must be aggress ive and continuous . 
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